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% ■ % PRI NTED at BOS TON, 
«y ISAIAH THOMAS and EBENEZER T. ANDREWS, 



Faust's Statue, No. 45, Newbury Street, 

•MOCCXCII, 



At a Meeting of <A<» Humane Society, June nth, 1791. 

VOTED, Th at the Hon. the Pre side st, thefirjl Vice Pre side nt, Hoii.Robbrt 
Treat Paine, Efq. the Rev. Dr. Joseph Willard, and the Rev. Dr. Peter 
Thacher, be aCommittee to wait en Dr. John BARTLETT,aR^rri«r» himthe thanksof 
this Society for his ingenious Difcourfe delivered this day, and to re^uejl of him a copy for 
the Prefs. 

An Ex trail from the Minutes of the Humane Society, 

JOHN AVERY, jun. Rec. Secretary. 



Roxeurv, June nth, 1792. 
Gentlemen, 
THE grateful fenfations with which I am imprefled by the approbation given 
to my difcourfe, will never be obliterated. Your very polite requeft for a copy 
to be fubmitted to the Prefs, demands my warmefl acknowledgments. Prefuming 
it may in fome fmall degree promote the intereft of this moft humane and benev- 
olent inftitution, I cheerfully comply. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

With due refpeft, 
Your moft humble Servant, 

JOHN BARTLETT. 
Hon. Thomas Russell, Efq. ~) 

Jonathan Mason, Efq. _ 

■J x [ Commit- 

Hon. Jusce Paine. > tee> 

Rev. President Willard, D. D. | 
.Rev. Peter Thacher, D. D. J 



TO THE HONORABLE 

THOMAS RUSSELL, Efq- 

P R E S I D E N T,. 

JONATHAN MASON, Efq* 

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT, 

JOHN WARREN,M.D. 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT, 

AND THE 

Other TRUSTEES of the HUMANE SOCIETY, 

OF THE 

Commonwealth of MASSACHUSETTS, 

in Testimony of their Phi lanthropick Exertions in the Cause of Hu- 
manity,. 

This DISCOURSE 

Is moft rcfpeftfully 2)©'D2I$$^©2>» 
By their 
Very humb!e fcrvant, * 

JOHN BARTLETT. 



w IF we are ftruck with admiration at the production of genius, in 
which the artift captivates us by an imitation of nature, and teaches 
canvas or marble, to refemble animation ; with what rapture muft we 
view the coporeal faculties actually reftored, the cheeks again bloom- 
ing with undiffembledluftre, and the countenance replete with grat- 
itude to thofe who have been the happy inftrumentsof refufcitatioo,'*' 
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jL O open to the view of this beneficent and humane 
fociety, the principles upon which the vital functions perform; 
their offices, the caufes which deprive thofe functions of their 
operation, and the means by which they may be reanimated,, 
is the object of this difcourfe. 

Although I feel with concern, how unequal I am to the 
importance of the fubjecl, yet I rely upon my zeal for the pro- 
motion of this valuable inftitution, in pleading your candour 
and indulgence. 

Knowledge and humanity are the leading principles of 
well inftituted focieties, the darling boafts of civilized coun- 
tries, and the only bafes upon which we can build that ha ppinefs 
which is relerved for the enjoyment of a cultivated people. 

Although 



Although human nature be pofTefTed of faculties capable 
of being exalted to the higheft pitch of knowledge and refine- 
ment, and although we reach them by flow and impercepti- 
ble gradations in mofl inftances > yet fcarce one century and 
an half has elapfed fince this land of improvement was an 
uncultivated defert, and the ravages of barbarity the zenith 
to which its inhabitants afpired. In the civilized (late 
of Europe, when a celebrated anatomift* advanced that there 
was a circulating fluid neceffary for the fupport of life, the 
idea was ridiculed; nnce which time, the immortal Harvey 
eftablimed it as a truth, and not a man from his day^hath at- 
tempted to controvert the. facl. Until the eighteenth centu- 
ry, it was thought impoffible, after a complete fufpenfion of 
the vital functions had once taken place, that a reftoration 
could be effected ; had it been attempted, it would have excited 
a fneer, and been confidered as a proof of folly. This, hap* 
py and enlightened age claims the honour of giving birth to 
humane focieties. By their eftabliihment the polifhed world 
became pollefled of an invaluable gem, and the breafls of thole 
of its members who have refcued the prifoners of death, have 
experienced fenfations, the very idea of which the powers of 
defcription are too feeble to convey. 

The hiftory of the eftablifhment of humane aflbciations 
lias been fully inveftigated in the ingenious difcourfes which 
you have before attended. I fhall only obferve, that Amfter- 
damfirit lighted the torch, all Europe mingled in the flame; 

and 



and the humane fons of this Commonwealth, animated by the 
reports of European fuccefs, * have adopted the fyftem, and 
their continual exertions for improving it will be the means, 
I truft, of diffufing happinefs to thoufands, who would have 
wept at the confignment of their friends to the grave, and of 
calling tears of gratitude from fuch as would have been its 
victims. And pleafmg is the refteaion, that their directions 
for fettingin motion the fufpended animal functions, may be 
as eafily followed by either of its members as by the mod 
able Phyfician, 

The powers which fupport animation from the time of our 
firft breathing, are heat, air, and moifture ; the action of thefe 
powers, and all the phenomena of fenfe and motion, depend up- 
on ftimulus. This ftimulus is derived from the reciprocal adion 
of the blood upon the lungs, and the lungs upon the blood; 
and its operation is excited by the entrance of the blood in- 
to the heart. To elucidate which, it is neceffary to give you 
a defcription of that organ with its appendages. 

x HE 



-Since the eflablifhment of the Royal Humane Society in London, to the year 1 78* 
rewards have been paid in two thoufand and fifteen cafes, viz. 

Perfons reflored to life, who had been drowned, or other wife fuffocated 890 



m eminent aangcr 
Unluccefsful Cafes 



Lives preferved from eminent danger 



2015 cafes. 
, -n the wars i>?87. 1-788, and i 7 8o,outof feventy perfons apparently drcmn- 
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The heart has two cavities called ventricles, within which 
are feveral elaftic chords, that arife from their flefhy portions, 
and are attached to the valves of two receivers called auricles, 
which are fituated at the bafis of the heart. There alio pafs 
out from the bafis of the heart two arteries, called pulmon- 
ary and great artery -, and fix veins, four pulmonary, and two 
venae cavae, each furnifhed with valves ; thofe belonging to 
the arteries for the purpofe of giving way to the paffage of 
the blood from the ventricles^ and to refill its return j thofe of 
the veins to allow a paffage only to the heart. The valves 
of the veins are connected with the elaftic chords- There 
are two valves in the right ventricle, and tvyo in the left. 

Now the right ventricle being ftimulated by the impulfe of 
the blood, is excited to contract ; the elaftic chords relaxing, 
and the valves clofmg the opening into the auricle, every paff- 
age is obftrucled, but the pulmonary artery, into which it en- 
ters, pafTes through the lungs, there undergoes certain changes 
and acquires certain properties, which are abfolutely effential 
for the right preformance of its offices. After this contrac- 
tion the heart is relaxed and elongated. The chords at- 
tached to tjie valves between, the auricle and ventricle, 
muft neceffarily draw inward the loofe membranes, of which 
they ag-e formed, and the blood now congefted in the pul- 
monary veins, obtains a ready entrance into the left cavity of 
the heart ; and this action takes place at the fame time that 
the artery of the lungs is filled with blood, fo that both ven- 
tricles are filled and emptied together 5 and the animal can uq 
longer fubfift than whilft this order is preferved." 

Op 
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Of all cafualties incident to the human race, (and againft 
the fatal effects of which, it is the duty of this fociety to 
guard) drowning is that which moft frequently calls for the 
affiftance, which it delighteth humanity to afford. It was the 
attempt made upon thofe apparently dead from this circum- 
stance which firft proved fuccefsful, 

A variety of hypothefes from time to time have been 
adduced, refpecting the caufe which fufpends the vital opera- 
tions whilft the body is immerfed. 

In the times of Galen this fufpenfion was thought to ariie from 
large quantities of water 3 entering the different cavities of thebo- 
dy, and by their preffure, burfting fome of the moft important 
organs of life. But fincc the knowledge of anatomy has been 
more perfected, the action of the water upon the lungs only, ful- 
ly accounts for all the phenomena attending it. Whether the 
water acts immediately upon the lungs by its preffure, or on- 
ly by preventing the admiffion of the freih air, is ftill a dis- 
pute amongft Phyfiologifts. By diffeclion after drowning, 
the quantity of water found upon the lungs is very incon- 
fiderable, and totally infufPicient to produce the changes 
which take place. From this we may infer that the exclu- 
fion of the atmofpheric air from the lungs, is the caufe to 
which we muft attribute every effect ari fin g from fubmerfion. 

From this account of the circulation, and the agency of 
the air in promoting it, the manner in which fubmerfion be- 

B comes 
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comes fatal, is evidently deduced. For whether death enfues 
from the admiffion of water into the lungs, or from the ex- 
clufion of the air by the circumambient water, the effect is 
the fame, i. e. the lungs are incapable of expanfion, and the 
blood in its courfe thro them is impeded. 

However deftruclive the want of air may be to animal 
life in the adult flate, and however fatal the fubmerfion in 
water, yet it is a curious facl, that in the fcetal flate life is 
maintained under both thefe circumflances, and the provi- 
fion of nature for fupporting it, is perhaps one of the mofl 
aflonifhing difplays of fupreme wifdom, to be met with in 
the whole compafs of our exiflence. Whilfl the child is de- 
pendant upon its mother for life, and nutrition, the blood 
by which it is fupported is received from the mother, by a 
vein which carries it to the heart, a part of it is then fent 
from the right to the left auricle, through an opening in the 
partition of the heart j and another part partes through the 
artery of the lungs to the great artery, by a vefTel which ferves 
that purpofe only. It is returned from the child, through 
two arteries ; thefe two vefTels, with the vein which receives 
the blood from the mother, form the umbilical chord. Upon 
this chord depends its exiftence 5 until it becomes an inhabit- 
ant of the atmofphere. No fooner is its tender fabric ex- 
pofed to that element, which is forever after to be its main 
fupport, than from its general property of rufhing where 
there is the leafl refiflance, the lungs being in a paflive flate, 
and fufpended in a vacuum, are forced to yield to its preflure ; 
in confequence of which the lungs become expanded, and are 

brought 
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brought into clofe contact with the pleura, and diaphragm : 
which connexion is maintained until feparated by difeafe. 

The air which has, perhaps, by this time imbibed fome 
noxious quality, fimilar to that of perfpiration, does by its 
prefTure upon the lungs excite an uneafmefs, and when na- 
ture can no longer fupport it, the lungs which are in a ftate 
of expanfion contract, and expel the offending caufe j which, 
if retained would have become fo rarefied by the heat of the 
blood, and have fo comprefled the veficles, that the contents 
of the veins, would have become evacuated from the lungs, 
whilft they would be rendered incapable of receiving a fup- 
ply from the arteries. Hence x the left ventricle becomes emp- 
ty, the right infufficient to propel its contents, and fuffoca- 
tion takes place. 

Thus we fee that an alternate infpi ration, and expiration, 
(which compound action is called breathing) is indifpenfa- 
bly neceflary for the fupport of life. After it has once com- 
menced its operation, animal heat is dependant folely upon 
its continuance ; and we find, whilft the blood of fifties, 
which do not breathe, are as cold as the element they inhabit, 
the blood of the whale kind, which have lungs, and refpire, 
is as warm as the human. 

When the body is immerfed, and life juft bidding a laft 
adieu to its corporeal frame, it rifes to the furface, and makes 
an effort to infpire ; but from its debilitated ftate, and the 
fpafmodic conftriclion of the epiglottis, (which always takes 

place) 
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place) it is incapacitated to perform that act j fo that the 
air which is in the lungs, is continually paffingoff ; and receiv- 
ing no fupply, they are brought into a completely collapfed 
flate ; this renders them incapable of receiving blood from the 
arteries, whilft that from the veins is continuing to empty it- 
felf : Hence, it is deprived of that quality which it is neceflary 
for it to pofiefs, in order to excite the contractions of the heart. 

If under thefecircumftances, the lungs be inflated, therefift- 
ance to the entrance of the blood into the arteries will be 
removed ; and it will again enter, pafs through them, receive 
its pabulum of life, and the heart again refume the functions 
peculiar to its office. The application of warmth and dry- 
nefs to the body after immerfion, is the firft object to which 
we fhould attend ; and if the vital fpark be not totally extin- 
guifhed, we have a chance to recal its dormant powers to ac- 
tion by thefe alone. Suffocation by hanging, by the fumes 
of coal, the confined air of wells and caverns which have 
been long fhut, and the damps of mines, is to be treated up- 
on the general plan of refufcitation, propofed in the fufpen- 
fion of the animal functions from drowning. 

Infants at their birth are fometimes apparently deprived 
of life, If then heat be timely applied, the lungs mechani- 
cally inflated, and an effort be made to imitate refpiration, 
we fhall often have the pleafing fatisfaction of feeing them 
happily reftored to the embraces of their fond parents.* And 

let 

* H It has been proved, beyond a doubt, that in various inftances of apparent fudden 
death, and even in certain difeafes which feemingly carry off mankind, fufpenfion of the vi- 
tal powers may take place independent of the abfolute extin&ion of life ; And it is now an 

edablimed 
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let us in every attempt to check departing life, be determined 
to perfevere until figns of recovery be apparent, or there is a 
certainty that the vital principle has forfaken its tenement. 

Electricity is faid, by the late Dr. Fothergill, to be the 
mod fpeecly and certain remedy in unfortunate accidents 
from lightning. He obferves that " electricity proves a moft 
ufeful remedy even for its own excefles j nor is the remark in- 
confiftent, feeing its effects may be greatly diverfified, accord- 
ing to the mode of applying it. Thus, it may be caufed to 
pafs filently along a wire, vifibly to fhorten or elongate it, 
or finally to diflolve it. The fame circumftances are ap- 
parent in a variety of other inftances. A ftrong current of 
air extinguifhes the burning taper, whilft a gentler breeze 
rekindles it." We alfo know from actual experiment, when 
the limbs have become chilled, and completely deprived of 
fenfation, that no remedy is fo effectual as the application ot 
mow or ice. 

To reftore the deranged organs of motion to the func- 
tions afligned them, recourfe is often had to bleeding, emet- 
ics, fufpending the body by the feet, and rolling it upon a 
calk ; all which, inftead of reftoring circulation to the fluids, 
-will deny the little remnant of life the advantages which 
more modern practice has offered for its relief. 

Bleeding 

eflablifhed maxim that the coldnefs of the body, the frigidity of the limbs, and the total 
abolition of the external fenfes, are very dubious and fallacious Tigris of death. It is not 
then to be wondered at, that in all ages the abfurd and pernicious cuftorn of laying out 
the bodies of perfons fuppofed to be dead, as foon as refpiration ceafes, mould have occa- 
sioned Ihe premature diflblution of great numbers of the human race'." 
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Bleeding deprives us of the moft important point which 
it is our objecl; to promote, viz. irritability -, and when fymp- 
toms of recovery are apparent, if we diminifh this power it 
will always prove injurious and fometimes fatal. Emetics 
will remain in a perfectly in active ftate during the fufpenfion 
of irritability, and whenever the flomach becomes capable of 
being irritated, then they produce their ordinary effects, fick- 
nefs, debility, and fainting. Bliftering and fcarifying, upon the 
fame principles, can have no effect until an excitement be 
procured ; confequently are ufelefs, and ill timed applications. 
Sufpending the body by the feet, and every means by 
which it is violently agitated, will, in its torpid, and defence- 
lefs flate, totally derange the contents of both cavities, and 
thepreffure of one part upon the other, if there be the fmall- 
eft circulation, will totally obftrucl it, and produce the very 
effecl: we are endeavouring to efcape. 

Permit me to veil the fubject of phyfiology and congratu- 
late you upon this anniverfary of humanity. No fplendid 
table, nor vain parade of luxury, but the fupreme delight of 
wearing the infignia of aclive virtue, induces us to com- 
memorate it. 

To you, gentlemen, who are the directors of this fociety, 
are we indebted, for its inflitution, and progrefs. You have 
opened an extenfive field for the exertion of benevolent 
minds, to effect that, which the wealth of the Indies can never 
purchafe. 

But where is the learned philanthropift, the patron of 
fcience, and the guardian of humanity, who firft prefided at 

your 
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your board*? Although his mortal part is fhrouded in the 
lap of earth, yet his memory will be indelibly imprefTed up- 
on the humane heart, until the general wreck of nature dif~ 
folvesthe records of genius and philanthropy. 

The Honourable Gentleman who has fo ably filled the 
chair fince the deceafeof the illuftrious character juft men- 
tioned, deferves the grateful applaufes of every friend to hu- 
manity. 

May his, with your meritorious exertions, in the ample field 
which humanity hasconfecrated to your refearches, be crowned 
with fuccefs -, and may your reward be an experience of that 
heart felt fatisf action, which arifes from the confcioufnefs of 
having promoted the caufe of benevolence, in the moft impor- 
tant concern of human life : and may your names be held in 
veneration, and efleem, when the rigid laws of inexorable 
fate, have placed you beyond the reach of the art you pro- 
fefs. 

* Cov. Bo\vdoin„ 




Erratum. Page 8, line 16 from top, for it, xcad th: blood. 
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APPENDIX, 

CONTAINING THE 

ACT of INCORPORATION of the HUMANE SOCIETY 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and the 
RULES and REGULATIONS of faid Society fince their 
Incorporation ; with the METHODS of TREAT- 
MENT in Cases of APPARENT DEATH, COMMU- 
NICATIONS, CATALOGUE of MEMBERS, &c. &c. 



Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

In the year of our Lord one thou/and /even hundred and ninety one. 

An Act. to incorporate and eftablifh a Society by the name of the HUMANE 
SOCIETY of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

TjrHEREAS it is the duty of government at all times, to countenance and fupport its ci- 
tizens, in their exertions for alleviating the dif >efes of their fellow-men : And whereas 
divers ptrfons have petitioned this Court, for an ail of incorporation, whereby they may move 
effectually carry into execution, their benevolent defigns : 

Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and Houfeof Reprefentatives in General Court affan- 
Med, and by the authority of the fame, That the Hon. Thomas RuffeU, Efq. Jonathan 
Ma/on, Efq. John Warren, M. D. Rev. Simeon Howard, D. D. Rev. Samuel Parker, 
D. D. John Avery, jun. Efq. Rev. John Lathrop, D. D. Rev. Peter Thacher, Rev- 
John Clark, Doftor Thomas Welfh, Aaron Dexter, M. D. and Mr. Nathaniel Balch, 
together with all thofe who now are, and fuch others who fhall become members 
thereof, be, and they are hereby erefted into, and made a body politic corporate 
forever by the name of the Humane Society of the Commonwealth of Ma([a> 
chufetts-. 
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i hi it further enx&cd by the authority afoefaid, That the (aid Corporation ar$ 
hereby declared and made capable in law, of having, holding, purchaiing and tak- 
ing in fee-fimple, or any lefs eftatc, by gift, grant, devifc or otherwife, any lands, 
tenements or other eftate, real and perfonal; (provided that the annual income of 
laid real and perfonal eftate, fhall not exceed the fum of four thoufand pounds) — . 
and alfo to fell, alien, devife or difpofe of the fame eftate, real and perfonal, not 
ufing; the fame in trade or commerce. 

And be it further enaEled by the authority aforefaid, That the faid Corporation {hall 
have full power and authority to make, have and ufe a common feal, and the 
fame to break, alter and renew at pleafure ; that it fhall be capa- 
pable in law to fue and be fued, plead and be impleaded, anfwer and be anfwered 
unto, defend and be defended, in all Courts of record or other Courts or places 
■whatfoever, in all actions real, perfonal and mixed, and to do and execute all and 
fmgular ether matters and things, that to them fhall and may appertain to do. 

And be it further enafled by the authority aforefaid. That the faid corporation may 
make, eftablifh and put in execution, fuch laws and regulations as may be necef- 
fary to the government of faid Corporation, provided the fame fhall in no cafe be 
repugnant to the laws and conftitution of this ftate. And for the well governing of the 
faid Corporation, and the ordering their affairs, they fhall have fuch officers as they 
fhall hereafter from time to time, eleft and appoint; and fuch officers as fhall be 
clefignated by the laws and regulations of the faid Corporation for the purpofe, 
fhall be capable of exercifing luch power for the well governing and ordering the 
affairs of the faid Corporation, and calling and holding fuch occasional meet- 
ings for that purpofe, as fhall be fixed and determined by the faid laws and regu- 
lations. 

And be be further er.atled by the authority aforefaid, That the end and defign of the 
institution of the faid Society, is for the recovery of perfons who meet with fuch acci- 
dents as produce in them the appearance of death, and for promoting the caufe of hu- 
manity, by purfuing fuch means from time to time, as fhall have for their object, 
the prefervation of human life, and the alleviation of its miferies. 

And be it furthir enacted, That the place where the firft meeting of the faid Society 
fhall be held, fhall be the town of Bo/lon; and that the Hon. Thomas Ruffcll, Efq. 
be and he hereby is authorized and empowered to fix the time for holding the faid 
meeting, and to notify the fame to the members of the faid Society, by caufing the 

fame 
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-amc to be publifhed in one of the Bojlon newfpapers, fourteen days before the 
time fixed on for holding the faid meeting. 

In the House of Representatives, February 21, 1791. 
This Bill, having had three fcveral readings, pafTed to be enacted. 

DAVID COBB, Speaker. 
In Senate, February 23, 1791. 
This Bill having had two feveral readings, pafTed to be enacted. 

SAMUEL PHILLIPS, Prehdent. 
By the Covernour, 

Approved, 

JOHN HANCOCK. 

Atteft, 

John Avery, jun, Sec. 

The INSTITUTION of the HUMANE SOCIETY of the Cqm- 

MO.N' WEALTH of MAS3ACH U SET TS. 

jL ROM a variety of faithful experiments, and incOnte^Sble fafts, it is now 
confidered as an eftablifhed truth, that the total fufpenfion of the vital fun&ions in 
the animal body is by no means incompatible with life, and confequently the 
marks of apparent death may fubfilr. without any neceiTaiy implication of an ab- 
folute extinction of the animating principle. The boundary line between life 
and death, or the diftinguifhing figns of the latter, areobje&s to which the utmeft 
efforts of the human capacity have never yet attained. Nor can we, with any degree 
of certaintv, pronounce that an animal is dead, until the molt unequivocal proofs 
of putrefaction, have been furnifhed. From thefe frits it might reafonably be 
expected, that were proper meafures to be adopted, efpecially in cafss peculiarly 
doubtful, we might frequently be enabled to refiore to full life, and the enjoy- 
ment of it, a beloved friend, or a valuable member of fociety. And indeed nu- 
merous fuccefsful inftances might be adduced in the cafes of perfons, who would 
in a few hours have been coxifigncd to an untimely grave, and perhaps have buf- 
fered all the horrors of inevitable death, attended with a confooufnefs of their 
own terrible fituation. It is not, however, to be underftood, that any prccefs di- 
rected to the above mentioned purpofe can be equally applicable to all cafes : 
for as the attempt mud prefuppofe an entire (late of the vital organs u » obv.ous 
that thofe apparent deaths which are coniequent upon d.feate &»*££- 
rcl tf little or no encouragement for fuch attempts. But ,n moft cafes of fudden 
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death, the vital organs appear to have fuftained but a very flight injury, ?nd only 
require a feafonable excitement of the heart to renew their adtion. 

The exquifite feelings attendant on the unexpected reftoration of an affection- 
ate friend, or an indulgent parent, a dutiful child, or an intimate companion of 
ourbofoms, after having been fuddenly torn from us, and, in imagination, num- 
bered with the dead, may be more eafily conceived than defcribed, nor is the ac- 
quisition of one deferving member of fociety an object unworthy the public at- 
tention. 

Upon thefe considerations Societies have been formed in various parts of Eu- 
rope, for promoting attempts to recover perfons from apparent death, efpecially in 
cafes of fuffocation and drowning* The Humane Soc/iety eftablifhed in Gieat 
Britain, in 1770, has been very fuccefsful. Within ten years from its institution, . 
but of 1304 perfons appcarently dead, from drowning, 790 have been reStored to 
their friends and country : Many of them, no doubt, ufeful and valuable men. 
For an inftitution of this nature a considerable fund is neceffary, and many oc- 
cafional expenfes will unavoidably occun The caufe of humanity, however, deferves 
every encouragement. And to promote that caufe it is to be hoped the benevolent will 
liberally fubferibe. For thefe falutary pUrpofes the Legislature of this Common- 
wealth, by their aft paffed the laft feffton, have been pleafed to incorporate a So- 
ciety, by the name of the Humane Society of the Commonwealth of Majfachufetts % 
with ample powers; and the following regulations and arrangements are Submitted, 
ky the fociety, to the infpection of the public. 

RULES for the regulation of the HUMANE SOCIETY of the Common- 
Wealth of Massachusetts, inftituted in the Town of Eojlon, for the re- 
covery of perfons, who meet with fuch accidents as produce in them the ap- 
pearance of death, and for promoting the caufe of humanity, by purfuing fuch 
rneans, from time to time, as fhall have for their object the prefei vation of hu- 
man life, and the alleviation of its miSeries. 

I. 
That the officers of the fociety fhall confift of a number of Trutlees, not ex- 
ceeding twelve, of whom one fhall be Prehdcnt, two Vice Preli dents one Trea- 
surer, one Recording Secretary and one Conefponding Secretary. 

II. 
That the fociety fhall meet twice every year, viz. on the fecond Tuefday in 
December, and the fecond Tuefday in June ; but that the President, with the ad- 
vice 



vice of the Trudges, fhall be empowered to Call a meeting whenever the bufinefs 
of the fociety fhall require it. 

III. 
That the Prefident and Truftees fhall be annually elefted, by ballot, on the 
fccond Tuefday in December* 

IV. 

That the Recording Secretary fhall keep a fair copy of all the votes and pro- 
ceedings of the fociety, and record all fuch cafes and communications as the Tiuf- 
tees fhall direfl, 

V. 
That the Correfponding Secretary fhall write all letters relating to the bufinefs 
of the fociety, and fhall write anfwers to all fuch letters as the fociety fhall 
receive, they being previoufly communicated to the Prefident and Truftees af- 
fembled, 

VI. 

That the Prefident and Truftees, a major part of whom fhall cbnftitute a quo- 
rum 3 fhall, during the vacation between the femiannual meetingsof the iociety, have 
the care and management of the concerns and funds of the fociety, legulate the 
mode of receiving the annual fublcriptions, adjudge the premiums due agreeable 
to the rules of the fociety, and no monies fhall be paid by the Trcafurer without 
their order, figned by the Prefident, or, in his abfence, by the Vice Prefident. 

VII. 
All property belonging to the fociety, whether by donation, or other wife, fhall 
be held in the name of the fociety, and remain in the hands of the Treafurer, and 
in cafe of his death be delivered to the Prefident, until a new Treafurer fhall be 
chofen. 

VIII. 
That anyperfon, defirous to become a member of this fociety, fhall be nomi- 
nated by a m^hber of the fame, to the Truftees, a majority of whom fhall deter, 
mine his election. 

IX. 

Each member fhall annually pay into the hands of the ireauirer a ium not 
UhthmjixJkiUings and eight pence, and any perfon refufing to pay for three years 

fucceflively 



it 

fucceffively faid fum, or his fubicription, fhall no longer be confidered as a mem- 
ber of the fociety, and his name fhall be.erafed from the catalogue. 

X. 

That a catalogue of the members, with the fums they annually contribute, 
with the rules of the fociety, fhall once in three years be publifhed, and distribut- 
ed among the members ; together with an account of all donations received dur- 
ing faid term, and fuch other papers as the Trullees fhall think proper. 

XI. 

That fuch gentlemen of the faculty, as fhall engage to afford their affiftance to- 
wards promoting the views of the fociety, fhall do it gratis. 

XII. 

That when any accident fhall happen, producing apparent death, the perfori 
who fhall firft difcover, and endeavour to recover the fubjeft, fhall be entitled to 
receive a fum not exceeding three pounds, nor lefs ihanjix JiiiUings lawful money, to 
be paid in fuch manner as the Tiuftees fhall think belt. 

XfIL 
That the Trufleesbe empoweredto make fuch compenfations as they fhall think 
proper, to anyone, who fhall receive into his houfe the body of a perfon appar- 
ently dead, with a view that means may be ufed for his recovery. 

XIV. 
That any perfon who fhall, by a fingular exertion, fave another from death, 
fhall receive a fum not exceeding three pounds lawful money, to be paid in fuch 
manner as the trufles fhall think proper. 

XV. 

That the truftees fhall appoint fome perfon to deliver a public difcourfe on the 
fecond Tuefday of June every year, upon fome fubject connected with the prin- 
cipal obje&s of this fociety, and that there be a collection, for the benefit of the 
Society, upon that day. 

XVI. 
That the Treafurer, annually exhibit his accounts to the Society, and whenfo- 
ever the funds of the faid foeiety will admit of a compenfation for his ferviceS, 
that he give bonds to the fociety for the faithful performance of his truft. 

XVII. 
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XVII. 

The Prefident and Truftees may, at their difcretion, at any monthly meeting, 
admit fuch perfons as honorary members of this Society, as will in their opinion, 
have a tendency to add refpectability to the fociety, or be the means of promot- 
ing its benevolent intentions, provided, that fuch perfons are not inhabitants of 
this Commonwealth, and the votes of three fourths of the Truftees are in favour 
of fuch admiffion ; any thing in the ninth article to the contrary notwithftand- 
ing. 



METHODS of TREATMENT to be u/ed with Perfons appa- 
rently Dead from Drowning. 

THOUGH the following methods are chiefly adapted to cafes of apparent death 
from drowning, yet the Society think it proper to obferve, that moftof the means 
of reftoration herein recommended are applicable to a confiderable variety of 
other cafes, fuch as hanging, convulfion fits, fuffocation by damps, or noxious 
vapours, the confined air of wells, cifterns, caves, or the mult of fermenting 
liquors. — The Society have in fome of the more effential articles of treatment, 
followed the recommendations of Foreign Societies of a fnnilar nature ; they 
have however endeavoured to render them more conformable to the particular 
circumftanccs of this country. 

I. 

X HE unfortunate perfonisto be conveyed carefully totheneareft houfe : For 
this purpofe the head is to be raifed a little, as in bed, and the body fhould be 
carried in a natural and eafy pofture. 

II. 

The fubjefl: is to be immediately {hipped, and laid on a warm bed, and the 
Jkin well dried with heated flannels, the mud and froth to be removed from the 
mouth and noftrils ; if the body was naked at the time of the accident, it is then 
to be furrounded as expeditioufly as poflible with a hot blanket, and thoroughly 
dried with coarfe cloths or flannels. 

III. 

The fmoke of tobacco thrown up the fundament fhould be ranked among the 
carliefl applications : If a fumigator fhould not be at hand, the common pipe* 
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* When the common pipe is ufed the fmoke is to be blown with the mouth from the bowl, through ch.« 
ftem, into the fundament, coveting the bowl with a handkerchief, or thin piece of liaoa. 
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will anfwer the purpofe of applying this vapour to the bowels. So eafy and 
important an operation fhould be repeatedly performed, as the good effects of 
tobacco fmoke have been proved in many cafes. 

IV. 

The fkin is to be gently rubbed with warm woolen cloths, and a warming pan 
heated (the body being furrounded with flannel) may lightly be moved up and 
down the back for a confiderable time. Wooden bottles filled with hot water, 
&c. or heated bricks-, covered with flannel, may be efficacioufly applied to the foles 
of the feet, palms of the hands, and other parts of the body. 

V. 

If a child has been drowned, its body fhould be wiped perfectly dry, and im- 
mediately placed in bed between two perfons of good confiitution ; the falutary 
effects of the natural vital warmth have been clearly proved in a variety of fuc- 
cefsful cafes, 

VI. 

The body rs to be rubbed with flannels, fprinkled with fpirits, and fomenta- 
tions of hot rum are to be apphed to the breaft, Sec. and often renewed. The 
noftrils may be every now and then tickled with a feather : fniiffi and volaiiles 
fhould be occafionally made ufe of, to excite fneezing if poflible. The various 
means of recovery fhould be made ufe of by the affijtants for feveral hours ; the 
body is to be gently fhaken every ten minutes, in order to render the procefs 
more certainly fuccefsful ; and the bodies of children in particular are to be agi- 
tated, by taking hold of their arms and legs frequently, and for a continuance of 
time. In a variety of inftances agitation, in conjunction with the methods laid 
down, has forwarded the recovery of boys who had been drowned, and continu- 
ed for a confiderable time apparently dead. 

VII. 

If there be any figns of returning life, fuch as fighing, gafping, convulfive mo ; 
tions, pulfation or a natural warmth, a fpoonful of any warm liquid mav be ad- 
adminiftred ; and if it proves that the power of fwallowing is returned, then a 
cordial draught may be given in fmall quantities, but not without the direction of 
a phyfician 

VIII. 

Whex the air is very cold or ir.i>if!. the various methods of treatment are to be 
made ufe of near a large fire, or in a heated apartment. On the other hand, if the 

weather 
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weather is warm, or fultry (as in the fummer feafon) the windov:s and doors of the 
room fhould be opened; and in every other poflible way, a cool refrefhing air ob- 
tained ; as it is of the greateft importance in bringing forward the latent fpark of 
life, or in reftoring natural breathing. 

IX. 

No perfons are to be admitted into the room, but thofe who are actually em- 
ployed in exerting their utmoft endeavours for the recovery of the unfortunate; 
fix perfons are, therefore, the greateft number that can ever prove ufeful on fuch 
occafions ; and thofe who are byftanders, for the •fake of curiofity, fhould be re- 
quefted to withdraw, as their prefence may retard, or totally prevent the reitera- 
tion. 

Bleeding is never to be employed in fuch cafes, unlefs by the direclicn of one of the medi- 
cal afhftants, or fome other refpeclable gentleman of thejaculty, alio has paid attention to 
fuch unfortunate accidents. 

The methods which have been fo fully recommended, are to be made ufe of 
with vigour for feverai hours, although no favourable circumftances fhould anfc ; 
for it is a vulgar and dangerous opinion, tofuppofe that perfons are irrecoverable, 
becaufe life does not foon make its appearance ; and upon this opinion, an lm- 
menfe number of the feemingly dead, have been committed to the grave ; who 
might have been restored to lite, by refolution and perftverancc in the plansof 
treatment now recommended. 



The SOCIETY have received the following COMMUNI- 
CATIONS, fince their laft publication. 

Dr. Wilkins's LttUr to the Humane Society. 

GENTLEMEN, 

PERMIT me to lay before you the following remarkable cafe, as a token of 
my high refpea and efteem for your benevolent inftitution. 

John Moulton, of eighteen years of age, attended the fulling mill bufinefs 

in Stratham in the ftate of Newhampfhlre. He went down to the mill on the 

morning of the 28th of September, , 789, in order to put the works in moUon, 

which he effeaed by elevating a water gate. There being a great head of water 

D at 
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at that time, the wheel was carried round with rapidity. He had occafion to 
cleanfe a bafket, in which wag defigned to (have fuftick ; and accordingly went 
to the fluice way before the wheel, and put the bafket in, fo that the water fud- 
denly rilling its cavity, pulled him forward with fuch violence, that he could not 
recover the equilibrium of his body : He found himfelf falling, and extending 
his arm for relief, the firft objeft it met with, was one of the floats, which whirled 
him under the wheel in a moment. One of the floats catched him between thp 
os illium and fhort ribs, and wedged him under fo faft, that the wheel was flopped, 
while the element of water overflowed, and furrounded him on either hand. In 
this fituation he continued, 'till the proprietor of the mill (Major Barker) return- 
ing from the fouth part of the town, went down as ufual to attend his bufinefs : 
He immediately obferved that the wheel was ftiil, while the gate was up at its 
full height, and the water rufliing upon it with the greateft velocity : He fearch- 
cd for the caufe ; but found none, 'till with difficulty having (hut the gate near 
half way, and looking under the wheel, he faw the young man's leg lying over 
the fluice board : He flew to his relief ; but could not help him by reafon of the 
preffure of the water, and weight of the wheel. He then went aloft, and cried 
aloud for help ; when one Simon Pottle, hearing the voice as he was palling that 
way, afiorded his afhftance, but in vain. Finding more help neceffary, faid Pot- 
tle went to the diftance of forty, or fifty rods, and procured two men, viz. David 
Barker, and Caleb Wiggins, who taking with them levers and axes, went down, 
cut away, pryed the wheel up, and took the young man out : They examined, 
and found him breathlefs, cold and contraaed. While they were endeavouring 
to effea his relief from the water and wheel, I was fent for in great hafte, and 
arrived there before they had taken off his wet clothes : He was carried into a 
fpacious room, laid on a bed, and placed in a convenient poflurc for exami- 
nation. There was a total privation of refpiration. and a ftagnation of the blood, 
and, as far as we could obferve, the h-art lav dormant. All the vital organs were 
motionlefs, with an extreme mufcular rigidity and coldnels. 1 was rcfolved to try 
the methods prefcribed, and recommended by the Humane Society at Bofton, for 
recovering drowned peifons ; being of the opinion, that he was in a ftate of fuf- 
focation. He was accordingly laid in an horizontal pofition, and fometimes gently 
turned upon his fides : Friftions were ufed, and his naked body covered with 
warm flannels, frequently applied ; volatiles and camphorated fpirits, were applied 
to the fpine of his back, and tempor.il mufcles, with injections of tobacco fmoke. 
Thcfe operations were continued one hour and a quarter, when there appeared a 
vifiblc glow on his face ; a tremor foon pervaded his whole fyftem, which was 
followed by tremendous groans and fpafms for twenty minutes : When his blood 
began to circulate, phlebotomy was performed, and medicines given agreeable to 

the 
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the indications oF the cafe. In three hours he fo far recovered as to be able to 
give an account of his falling into the water. I faw him on the 24th July. 1790, 
then he enjoyed fine health, and purfued his bufinefs with eafe and alacrity. 

It was the united opinion of a number of judicious perfons, that Moulton lay 
Under the water and wheel, one hour, at a moderate computation. One circum- 
cumftance in fupport of their opinion was ; that the young man's hat, which un- 
doubtedly fell from his head, when he was caught under the wheel, was taken 
up feveral rods from the mill by a man pairing over the ft re am : Who not think- 
ing that there was any body in the mill, in diftrefs, went on, and by eftimatiOn, 
mutt have been gone at leaft one hour before Ins return, which was before I be- 
gan my operations. 

I fubferibe myfelf, Gentlemen, in bonds of the higheft eReem and veneration. 

Your moll obedient, 

Very humble fervant, 

WILLIAM WILKIN S, 

Billet ica, September zjta, 1790. 



Dr. Bartlett's Letter to Dr. John Warren. 

Roxbury, November, 1 79 0# 



Dear Doctor, 



Th E importance, which the communication of our efforts to reftore the prin- 
ciples of departed animation is to the commun ity .ought to induce every one who fhal 1 
be the means of fnatching a (ingle victim from the grave, to offer to your Humane ard 
Benevolent Soaety, the method by which it was effefted. I f the following procefs .winch 
proved fuccefsful in continuing the animal funQions. which feemed ready to takethe.r 
flight after having been brought into aaion, (hall merit your approbation and that 
of humanity, I (hall be gratified by the addition made to your treafure of cafes. 
On Friday the iath inft. the daughter of Mr. John Howe of Brooklme by ac- 
cident fell into a pit filled with ftagnant and very putrid water ; Are hadla.n 
there betwixt two and three minutes. When difcoveied, (he was motionlefs, with 
her face totally under water. Upon taking her up, figns of life were -dent on- 
ly i„ the mufcles of refpiration, and a fmall movement of the lips The family 
ftripped and rolled her on a table with fait ; during winch operation life for a 
i 25 appeared entirely to .Went itfelf , but upon difchargmg afpoontul o very 



filthy water from her mouth, fhe recovered a fmalldegree of reilef. A neighbour- 
ing furgeon was called, who ordered her in hot flannel, and conffant frittion. 
1 was then lent for, and vifited the child. She had been out of water forty min- 
utes. I found her in the moll extreme apparent diflrefs that was poflible to b« 
borne, probably arifmg from the veiy acrid flate of the water, in which fhehadbeeri 
immerfed. I diretted gliders, confifting of an infufion of tobacco and cafior oil, 
immediately to be given ; a large poultice of warm onions applied over the whole 
extent of the ftomach and bowels, Simulating poultices to the foles of the feet, 
continued fricVion, and as foon as the fpafms upon the lungs and throat, were fo 
quieted, that fhe was capable of fwallowing, repeated dofes of tartar emetic -, all 
"which were for the purpofe of adding force and vigour to the vefiels, that they 
might be enabled to unload the crowded lungs ; a frequent repetition of glitters' 
procured a plentiful difcharge from the bowels; the bladder emptied its contents ; 
and a copious perfpiration took place ; which evacuations gave her very evident 
relief, although there was yet no appearance of fenfe. She lay without alteration 
from her prefent ftate three hours, when a dofe of ipecac, was given, and the fto- 
mack and bowels threw forth their food totally unaltered from the ft ate they 
received it. (This mewed an entire fufpenfion of the digeftive, as well as fenfitive 
faculties.) After thefe difcharges fhe gained her fenfes in part, though not com- 
pletely till morning, which was fixteen hours from the time I firft faw her, wher. 
fhe awoke, and has fince continued perfectly well. 

JOHN BARTLETT. 

Dr. John Warren. 



Dr. Leonard Willi ams's Letter to the Rev.' D?\ Parker 



REVEREND SIR, 

./\.GREEABLE to your requcft, I fend you an account of an unfuccefsful 
attempt to recover a drowned perfon. I have made a very careful enquiry what 
methods were tried previous to my feeing the body, and am fully convinced they 
were a-s I reprefent. 

The unfortunate perfon was a young man. of twenty one years of age, very 
corpulent for fo young a perfon. 

The 



The body, by tliofe who found it, was fuppofed to have been in the water 
about ten minutes ; but I am of opinion it was much longer *. 

When the body was taken out, the Engers were ftiff and opened with difficulty, 
the lips fwellcd and of a dark purple colour, the tongue protruded out of the mouth 
about an inch and an half; there had been a very copkms difcharge from the 
bowelsf. 

The methods that were taken to reftore animation, were as follows : Thebody was 
firft rubbed with fait and vinegar ; afhirt was taken off a perfon then prefent and put 
upon it. It was then rolled ort a barrel feveral times, but not more than a min- 
ute at a time; a quantity of water was discharged from the mowth andnofe ; at 
firft it was clear, but afterwardsof a yellow ifh colour ; in about half an hour, the 
body was conveyed to the neareft houfe, at about fifty ruds diftance ; itwasthenput 
into a warm bed, covered and rubbed with warm woollen cloths. In about an 
hour Mr. Starr, a young gentleman who ftudies with Doctor Spring, was there; 
with a common fmoking pipe he threw up the fundament the Irnoke of tobacco, 
Endeavoured to bleed him in the arm ; it bled very little, and continued rubbing 
with warm cloths. In about, but I fuppofe rather exceeding, two hours, 1 was prefent ; 
1 endeavoured to inflate the lungs, by blowing into the mouth, and at the faate 
time comprefhrtg the nofe, and raifed the thorax divets times. 1 bad the fhirt 
taken off, which was a little damp; a healthy perfon, undrefled himfelf, got 
into bed and ctafped the body in his arms for half an hourj. Warm cloths were 
tcntinued to his back, and rubbing at the fame time. Tobacco frr.oke was often 

thrown 

• Th<> reafona by which I form my judgment, as to the time, are the following : He was drowned in 
■ fmall mill pond, t fuppofe not more than five or fix rods fquare ; after he had fuiik in the water, a per- 
fon who was ftanding on the dam, ran in a very difficult way about two rods, and raifed the gate, and 
returned to the dam ; then being defired by another perfon, who was in the pond, to (hut the gate, he 
went back and fcutir.and again returned to the dam ; after that went back agan and raifed ;he gate a fecond 
time, and then called for help ; two prions, who were about fifty rods diiUnce, ran as faft as poffible, 
and plunged into the water with their clothes on ; after wading round the pond and diving for the 
not being able to find the fame, another perfon who had jurt came up, ran to the mill, at about four rods 
diftance, to get a crowbar to knock the plank off the dam ; not finding one, on his return, he took up a 
piece of timber for faid purpofe, and fell down with it, got up and carried the piece of timber to the dam, 
and knocked off three or four planks; and after the water was drawn off, the body was found ; wh.chl 
am very pofitive could not be done in ten minutes, and am very doubtful whether >n twenty. 

| The body was raifed out of the water, by taking it round the abdomen ; a l*ge quantity of f.cea 
were on the body, and on the clothes of the perfon who took it out, therefore ,t « «ft probab.e that 
they were difcha.ged after it was raifed from the bottom, whether before or .mmed.ately alter ,t came 
out of the water, I am not determined. 

t The perfon who had the body then in his arms was fo faint, I did not think it proper fur 
tinuc longer in bed. 
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thrown up. The head was kept raifed a little more than perfons generally are 
when in bed ; and the body was turned and gently fhook, feveral times ; the fame 
was in a fine large room, the windows open, and no more admitted than were 
neceffary ; it was continued four hours and an half, no figns of animation appear- 
ing, but the body becoming cold and the mufcles rigid, we difepntinued the 
fame. I am, with the utmoft refpect., 

Your moft obedient, 

And humble fervant, 
Waltham, June 3d, iy 91. LEONARD WILLIAMS. 



C^r THE Truftees return their thanks to the above Gentlemen, for their refpec- 
live Communications ; alfotoDr. Moses Willard, of IVorce far for his inge- 
nious letter, upon the ufe of electricity as a means of resuscitation ; and 
to Thomas Bulfinch, M. D. for his letter, upon the method formerly ufed by 
the Indians, in recovering their friends from drowning. 
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DONATIONS. 

The TRUSTEES return their thanks to the following Gentlemen, for 
their refptclive DO NATION'S, the receipt of which they hereby ac- 
knowledge, 

t 788 T7 f. s. d: 

tsj ov# J. ROM Capt. John CALEF,ofthe ifland of St. Chriftophersj 

by the hands of Rev. Dr. Parker. - - - 1 16 o 

From the fame gentleman, in 1790, by the hands of the Preiident, a 8 6 

\79° From Hon. George Caeot, Efq. Beverly, - - 18a 

Jan. 

Dec. From the fame gentleman, - - - -._ 180 

1701 From the Hon. Thomas Russell, Efq. Prefident of this fociclv, 

July confolidated notes of this Commonwealth, to the amount of 311 6 6 

Sept. Alfo a neat feal for the fociety, engraven on filver, 

From John Lane, Efq.. London, two elegant prints, represent- 
ing the reftoration of a young man to life, who had been drown- 
ed, &c. 

1792 

June From the Hon. Judge Sever, of Kingfton 2 80 

July From Thomas Dickason, Merchant, Bolton, 600 

PREMIUMS 
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PREMIUMS adjudged by the T R U S T E E S. 

X. HE Truftees, with great pleafure, announce to the public, the exertions 
.of fuch of their fellow citizens, as have been instrumental in faving from death, 
a number of perfons, who muft otherwife inevitably have perifhed ; and as a re- 
ward, for fuch exertions, the following Premiums have been adjudged, fince Ju- 
ly, 1789. 

3789 To William Wells, and Nathaniel Nollage, for a fignal exer- 
July tion, in faving a child of Mr. Thomas Richardfon, from drown- 

ing, - - - - " « 8 ° 

Sept. To Ephraim Wheeler, for faving a child of James Evans, 012 o 

Oft. To Samuel Gondendi, John Miller, and others, for faving, from 

drowning, Mr. Addington's child, - - - 180 

To Lieut. Scott, of his Moft Chriftian MajeHy's fhip the Leo- 
pard, for rifking his life, in jumping from the ilern of faid fhip, 
then in the harbour of Bolton, and faving the life of a young 
lad, &c, a gold medal, - - - - 2 12 8 

- Nov. To John Hutchinfon, jun. for faving a child of Mrs. Johnfon 

1790 from drowning, - 140 

June To Jupiter Whey, for faving a child of Bofton Smith, 012 o 

July To James Fanning, for faving a fon of John Badger, - 0180 

To Samuel Sloan, for faving Charles Brigham, from drowning, 012 o 
Aug. To David Ramfdell, for faving a fon of Col. Popham, 012 © 

(Oa. To Mr. Goffe, for receiving into his houfc, for the purpofe of 
ufing the means of refufcitation, the body of Mr. Davis, who 
fell from the flern of a fhip, at the Governour's wharf, and 
was drowned, when this ad of kindnefs was refufedat his own 
lodgings : The thanks of the Truftees, and a premium of 3 o c 

179 i To Jeremy Belnap, for bringing the firft intelligence to the 
Jan. phyficians, of a Negro being apparently dead, by froft, on the 

Long Wharf, ° 

March To Thomas Blackmore, for faving Chailes Hodges, from drowning, 012 o 
To Daniel Grover and Sylvanus Dunham, for faving from drown- 
in<r Mycal Doagles, who had fallen through the ice, near the 
channel, Weu-Bofton, - - - - 140 

May. To Philip Richardfon, for faving Sylvcfter Cofes. - -0180 
Tune. ToMonheur Julienjean Durotoir, for faving the lives of Daniel 
** * Pierce 
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1791. Pierce, and three other men, who were fhipwrocked near Nan* 

tucket Shoals, in December laft, a gold medal. - - 300 

To Sylvanus HI!, for faving a child of Ifaiah Doane from 

drowning, near Col. Hatch's Wharf. - - o 18 o 

July To John Smith, for faving the life of a perfon belonging to the 

caftle, _----- o 

Aug. To John Snelling, for preferving the life of a Frenchman. o 

Sept. To Matthew Fanning, for faving Bartholomew Tuckerman, from 
1792. drowning. - - o 

Feb. To John Trench, for faving from drowning, Samuel Hunt. i 

April To John and Thomas Burgefs, keepers of the light houfe, at the 
Gurnet, for their exertions in faving the liveso.f two of the un- 
fortunate crew, of the fhip Columbia, wrecked on Duxbury 
Beach. - - - - - - 300 

June To Benjamin Buckman, for faving the life of Richard Roberts, 140 
To John Andrews, of Dorchefter, for taking up and interring 

the body of Watei ford, a Negro man, &c. - . o 12 o 

July To John Cary, for faving a child of Samuel Gain, who had fall- 
en into the mill creek, . - "-140 
To Jofeph Oliver, for faving a child of Ebenezer Mountford 018 o 
To James Brewer, for faving the life of an unfortunate woman, 

near Griffin's wharf, - - * O 18 o 



A LETTER from the PRESIDENT of the NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY of France. 

At the Semiannual Meeting of the SOCIETY on the fecond Tutjday in June, 1792, the 
Jottowing LETTER, from the President of the National Assembly of 
France, was communicated by M. del' Etqmbe, their Conful. 

Pa r i s , November z^th, 1791. 
JL HE National Affembly, to whom I have imparted the letter which you 
directed to me, has given deferved applaufe to the behaviour of M. Durutour, 
and has defired me to teftify to him their fatisfaftion thereupon, and to forward 
to him the honourable medal, which has been decreed for him by the Humane 
Society of Maffachufetts. 

Ths 



Thb National Affembly, at the fame time, directed me to write to you, and to 
exprefs how fenfible they are to the earned care taken by that Society to reward, 
in fo flattering a manner, a French citizen. The happy revolution which has 
been effected in this empire, will draw more clofely thofe ties which had al- 
ready united the American and French nations : Thus linked together, in fpite 
of the diftance which feparates them, they will have but one and the fame fpirit, 
and will be in no competition but in thofe virtues, which the love of liberty and 
patriotifm infpire. The whole world will be folicitous to pay a jufl: homage to 
the benevolent citizens, who, impelled by the generous ardour of rendering them- 
felves ufeful to their fellowmcn, have formed an affociation under the fublime ti-^ 
tie of the Humane Society of Massachusetts — inftituted to relieve the un- 
fortunate, and to reward thofe who imitate its noble intention. 

The Reprefentatives of the French nation, do folemnly undertake, in the name 
of their conftituents, the fame engagement ; andthewhole nation, free hereafter 
from the yoke which reftrained its native benevolence, will form one philanthropic 
fociety, which will keep up, with that of Maffachufctts, a happy inteicourfe of 
virtues and fraternal regard, which no other interefts will ever be able to inter- 
rupt. This is the vote of the National Affcmbly, and you, Sir, are requcfted, by 
them, to communicate thefefentiments to the Humane Society of Maffachufctts. 
The President of the National Alfembly. 
(Signed) 

GRENOT VAUBLANC. 



To this, the following ANSWER was figned by the Prefuient cf the So- 
ciety, and Jtnlto M. de l'Etombe. 

I AM d^reaed by the Humane Society of Maffachufetts, to which you have 
communicated a letter, addreffed to you, by the Prefident of the National Affcm- 
bly of France, to exprefs the great fatisfadion, which this Society derives from the 
attention paid to their inftitution, by that augufl Affembly. 

The circumflance, giving occafion to this pleafing intercourse, was a (Inking 
9 ftof humanity flowing eminently from the feelings of a French citizen, and has 
£ppi" 
our infant inftitution. Civ it 
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Civil liberty takes its root in philanthropy, and will always produce inftrtu- 
tions favourable to humanity, and to all the focial virtues. From the pro- 
grefs of that freedom, which the revolution effected in your country, is calculated 
to produce, the moft ufeful inflitutions may be expected. 

The Humane Society of Maflachufetts, anticipates, with the higheft fenfations 
of joy, a reciprocation of friendfliip, with fimilar focieties in that country : In- 
deed the world is convinced, that a nation, which has made the happinefs of the 
whole human race, the bafis of its civil conflitution, cannot fail to exert all its 
powers in the completion of the glorious plan. 

The Society is extending its aids to relieve the unfortunate, and the diftrefled ; 
but we contemplate with inexpreffible delight, the elevated principles exhibited 
by the French nation, neceflarily tending to prevent thofe horrid calamities, 
which have too often enfanguined the foil of Europe. We behold, with rapture, 
the French and the American nations, infpired with the fame ardour for human 
happinefs — and feeling the moft intimate alliance with Frenchmen, we will on- 
ly try to emulate them, in the glorious work of reftoring the whole world to the 
fituation of one groat family, dwelling in peace, liberty, and fafety. 

The Secretary of the Society will deliver you a number of t rafts, containing 
our Conflitution, our Rules, and fome of our Tranfattions ; if you 
can make them acceptable to the eminent citizen, who prefides in the 
National Aflembly of France, you will, as one of our members, render us the 
moft eflential fervice — you will be pleafed to allure him, that the polite 
attention, which wc have received from that Affembly, gives frefh vigor to the fpi- 
rit of our aflbciation, and adds new force to the exertions of the fociety. 

Impelled by the moft exalted feelings of liberty and gratitude, the Americans 
have embraced the French as their brothers ; and as both nations breathe the 
fame fpirit of patriotifm and humanity, the cement of their affections can never 
yeild to any adverfe occurrence, or even to time itfelf. 

I have the honour to be, in the name and on behalf of the Humane Society 
of Maflachufetts, 

Your moft obedient, 

and Very humble fervant, 
Bopn, June 14, i; 9 2, THOMAS RUSSELL. Prefident. 

CATALOGUE 
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CATALOGUE of the MEMBERS of the HUMANE SOCIETY, 



T A 

J EREMIAH ALLEN, Efq. 

Mr. Thomas Amory, London. 

Mr. Jonathan Amory, tertius. 

John Andrews, Efq. 

Mr. John Apthorpe, London. 

Mr. Azor G. Archbald, Concord. 

Mr. Phineas Afhmun, Steckbridge. 

Dr. Ifrael Atherton, Lanca/ler. 

Rev. Noah Atwater, Weflfield. 

John Avery, jun. Efq. 

J ames Avery, Efq. Machias. 

Jonathan L. Auftin, Efq. 

Hon. Benjamin Auftin, jun. Efq. 

B. 
Nathaniel Balch, Efq. 
Loammi Baldwin, Efq. Woburn. 

Mr. Luke Baldwin. 

Jofeph Barrell, Efq. 20/. 

Dr. Jofhua Barker, Hingham. 

Rev. Thomas Barnard, Salem. 

Samuel Barrett, Efq. 

Mr. John Barrett. 

Dr. Jonah Bartlett, Charlejlown. 

Dr. John Bartlett, Roxbury. 

Mr. George Bartlett, Charlejlown. 

Mr. Thomas Bartlett. 

Hon. William Baylies, Efq. Digkton, 

Major William Bell. 

Rev. Jeremy Belknap. 

Mr. Nathaniel Bethune. 

Samuel Blodget, Efq. Haverhill. 

Mr. Nathan Bond.. 



Mr. Kirk Boot. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Bowdoin, 30/I 

James Bowdoin, Efq. 

John Boyle, Efq. 

Samuel Bradford, Efq. 

Mr. John Bray. 

Samuel Breck, Efq. 20/". 

Mr. Oliver Brewfter. 

Rev. Jofiah Bridge, Eajl- Sudbury. 

Hon. Ebenezer Bridge, Efq. Chelmsford' 

Martin Brimmer, Eiq. Roxbury. 

Henry Bromfield, Efq. Harvard. 

Mrs. Martha Brown. 

Mr. William Brown. 

Mr. Jofiah Brown. 

Moles Bullen, Efq. Medf.eld. 

Mr. Jeremiah Bumftead, jun. 

c. 

Hon. George Cabot, Efq. Beverly. 

Benjamin Clarke, Efq. 

Rev. John Clarke. 

Mr. William Cleland. 

Hon. D<*vid Cobb, Efq. TaurUon. 

John Codman, Efq. 

Mr. Michael Collins, WtUJleet. 

John Collins, jun. Efq. Newport. 

Samuel Cooper, Efq. 

Jofeph Cordis, Efq. Charlejlown. 

Capt. Nathaniel Curtis. 

Mr. Thomas Curtis. 

Hon. William Cufhing,Efq. Scituate, 18/ 

Thomas Cufhing, Efq. 

Mr. Edward Cufhing. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Benjamin C. Cutler. 
Mr. James Cutler. 

D. 
Hon. Francis Dana, Efq, Cambridge, 20/*. 
Mr. William Dall. 
Mr. Peter Roc Dalton, 
Mr. Ifaac Davenport. 
Hon. Caleb Davis, Efq. 
Amafa Davis, Efq. 
Robert Davis, Efq. 
Hon. Thomas Davis, Efq. 
John Davis, Efq. Plymouth. 
Mr. Jofhua Davis, jun. 
Hon. Thomas Dawes, jun. Efq. 
Mr. Gilbert Deblois. 
Mr. John Deming. 
Richard Devens, Efq. Charkfiown. 
Mr. John Deverell. 
Hon. Samuel Dexter, Efq. We/lon, 12/i- 
Aaron Dexter, M. D. 
Mr. Thomas- Dickafon, 
William Donnifon, Efq. 
Mr. Ebenezer Dorr. 
Capt. Samuel Dunn. 

E. 
Rev. Jofeph Eckley. 
Samuel Eliot, Efq. zof. 
Mr. Simon Elliot. 
Juftin Ely, Efq. Wefl- Springfield. 
Mr. Thomas Englifh. 
Mr. John Erving. 
Sieur de l'Etombe, 24JI 
Rev. Oliver Everett. 
Mr. Jacob Euflis. 
F. 
Thomas Farrington, Efq. 
Mr. Nathaniel Fellows. 
Mr. Thomas Fleet, jun. 



Dwight Fofter, Efq. Brookjield. 

Mr. Boflenger Foller, Cambridge. 

Mr. William Fofter, 

Mr. Ebenezer Fofter. 

Mr. Jofeph Fofdick. 

Hon. Samuel Fowler, Efq. Wejljield. 

Mr. Jonathan Freeman. 

Rev. James Freeman. 

G. 
Rev. John Sylvefter John Gardner. 
Capt. Lemuel Gardner. 
Hon. Elbridge Gerry, Efq. Cambridge. 
Hon. Mofes Gill, Efq. Princeton* 
John Gore, Efq. 
Mr, Samuel Gore. 
Mr. Stephen Gorham. 
Mr. Benjamin Gray. 
Edward Gray, Efq. 
Mr. William Gray. 
Capt. John Grav. 
Mr. Jofeph Greene. 
Col. Peter Greene, 
Jofeph Greenleaf, Efq. 
Enoch Greenleaf, Efq. Wejlon. 
Daniel Greenleaf, Efq. 
Mr. John Greenleaf, 
Mr. Thomas Greenleaf. 
David Greenough, Efq. Rexbury. 

H. 
Excellency John Hancock, Efq. 30/; 
Mr. Jofeph Hall. 
Capt. Ebenezer Hall, Medjord. 
Mr. Nathaniel Hall. 
Jofeph Hall, jun. Efq. 
Mr. John Harback. 
Mr. William Harris. 
Dr. Lemuel Hay ward, 
Mr. Mofes M. Hayes. 

Samuel 



Samuel Henfhaw, Efq. Northampton. 
Stephen Higginfon, Efq. 
Henry Hill, Efq. 
Benjamin Hitchborn, Efq. 
Mr. Thomas Hitchborn. 
Alexander Hodgdon, Efq. 
Hon. Samuel Holten, Efq. Danvers. 
Rev. Simeon Howard, D. D. 
Mr. Jofeph Hurd, CharUJlown, 
Mr. Samuel Hunt. 

J. 
Jonathan Jackfon, Efq. Newburyport. 
Henry Jackfon, Efq. 
Leonard Jarvis, Efq. 
Patrick Jeffrey, Efq. £%. 
Mr. John Jenks, Salem. 
John Coffin Jones, Efq. 
Stephen Jones, Efq. Machiar. 
Mr. Thomas Kilby Jones, 
Dr. John Joy. 

K. 
Mr. Jofiah Knapp. 
Mr. John Kneeland, 
Mr. Thomas Knox. 

L. 
Mr. William Lambert, Roxbury. 
Rev. John Lathrop, D. D. 
Thomas Lee, Efq. Cambridge, zof. 
Hon. Benjamin Lincoln, Efq. 
Mr. William Little. 
Dr. James Lloyd. 
Ifaac Lothrop, Efq. Plymouth. 
Hon. John Lowell, Efq. 
Mr. John Lowell. 
John Lucas, Efq. 
Hon. Samuel Lyman, Efq. Springfield. 

M. 
Mr, Edward McLane. 
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Mr. John McLean. 
Jonathan Mafon, Efq. 20/I 
Jonathan Mafon, jun. Efq. 
Mr. Jofeph May. 
Mr. Ephraim M.ay. 
Hon. George R. Minot, Efq. 
Rev. Jedidiah Morfe, CharUJlown. 
Rev. John Murray, Gloucejler. 

N. 
Hon. Timothy Newell, Efq. Stur- 

bridge. 
Mr. Henry Newman, 
O. 
Rev. Thomas F. Oliver, Marblehead. 
Mr. Andrew Oliver, 
P. 
Hon. Robert Treat Paine, Efq. 
Mr. William Paine. 
Rev. Samuel Parker, D. D. 
Mr. John Parker. 
Mr. Samuel Parkman. 
Mr. Jofeph Pierce. 
Mr. Thomas H. Perkins, 
Mr, Thomas Perkins. 
Mr. William Perkins, jun. 
Hon. William Phillips, Efq. 
William Phillips, jun. Efq. 
Mr. Jofhua Pico. 
Mr. Robert Pope. 
Mr. Jofeph Pope. 
William Powell, Efq. 
Mr. William Pratt. 
Mr. Henry Prentifs. 
Rev. Thomas Prentifs, MedfieU. 
Dr. Cephas Prentice, Eajl-Sudbury. 
Ezekiel Price, Efq. 
Edward Proccor, Efq. 
William Pynchon, Efq. Springfield. 

Mr. 



R. 
Mr. Sampfon Reed. 
Col. Paul Revere. 
John Rice, Efq. 

Rev. Chandler Robbins, Plymouth. 
Mr. Thomas Robinfon, Portland. 
Hon. Thomas Rufl'ell, Efq. 48/. 
Mr. Jofeph Rufleil. 

S. 
Mr. Samuel Salifbury. 
Dr. Eraftus Sargeant, Stockbridge. 
Daniel Sargent, Efq. 
Mr. Daniel Sargent, jun. 
William Scollay, Efq. 
Mr. William Selby. 
Hon. William Sever, Efq. Kingjlon. 
Wiliam Sever, Efq. Worcefler. 
Hon. David Sevall, Efq. York. 
Samuel Sewall, Efq. Marblehead. 
Mr. William Shattuck. 
Hon. William Shepard, Efq. Wejlfield. 
Mr. Abel Sherman, 
Mr. Elifha Sigourney. 
Mr. Nathaniel Skinner. 
Dr. Oliver Smith. 
Mr. William Smith. 
Capt. Ifaac Smith, Maiden. 
Capt. Stephen Smith, Machias. 
Abiel Smith, Efq. 
Capt. Nehemiah Somes, 
Mr. David Spear. 
Dr. William Spooner. 
John Sprague, Efq. Lancafter. 
W 7 illiam Stedman, Efq. Lancajltr. 
Rev. Samuel'Stillman, D. D. 
Dr. Charles Stockbridge, Scitnate. 
Mr. RufTel Sturgis. 
-Hon. James Sullivan. Efq. 12/. 
John Sweetzer, Efq. 



T. 

Mr. John Templeman. 

Rev. Peter Thacher, D. D. 
Dr. Thomas Thaxter, Hingham. 
Mr. Jofhua Thomas. 
Ifaiah Tiffany, Efq. Weft Stockbridge* 
Dr. David Townfend. 
Mr. Ifaac Townfend. 
Mr. Edward Tuckerman. 
William Tudor, Efq. 
V. 
Charles Vaughan, Efq. 
Mr. John Vinal. 

W. 
Ebenezer Wales, Efq. Dordiejltr. 
Mr. Ephraim Wales. 
Col. Jofeph Ward. 
Artemas Ward, jun. Efq. Wejlort. 
Dr. Samuel Ware, Conway. 
John Warren, M. D. 
Benjamin Waterhoufe, M. D. Ca?n&ridge t - 
George Watfon, Efq. Plymouth* 
Jofiah Waters, Efq. 
Mr. Edward Wayne. 
Arnold Wells, Efq. 
Mr. Arnold Wells, jun. 
Dr. Thomas Welfh. 
Hon. Oliver Wendell, Efq. 
Rev. Samuel Weft. 
Mr. Jofhua Wetherly. 
Mr. James White. 
Rev. Jofeph Willard, D. D. 
Dr. Mofes Willard, Worcepr. 
Mr. William Williams. 
Mr. Jeremiah Williams. 
Elijah Williams, Efq. Wejl Stockbridge. 
Dr. Amos Windfhip. 
Dr. Ifaac Winflow, Marjlifield. 
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SUMMARY of the METHOD of TREATMENT, to be ufed 
with Persons apparently Dead from Drowning. 

C^ONVEY the perfon to the neareft convenient houfe, 
with his head raifed 3 — ftrip and dry him as quick as poffible ; 
clean the mouth and noftrils from froth or mud — if a child, 
let him be placed between two perfons naked, in a hot bed — =■ 
if an adult,, lay him on a hot blanket or bed, and in cold 
weather near a fire — in warm weather, the air fhould be 
freely admitted into the room. — The body is next to be gent- 
ly rubbed with warm woollen cloths fprinkled with fpirits, if 
at hand, otherwife dry j — a heated warming pan may be now 
lightly moved over the back, properly covered with a blank- 
et and the body, if of a child, is to be gently {hook every 

few minutes ! — Whillt thefe means are ufing, one or two af- 
firmants are to be employed in blowing up tobacco fmoke 

into 



into the fundament, with the inftrument provided for the 

purpofe, or a tobacco pipe, if that cannot be had — the bowl 

filled with tobacco, and properly lighted, being covered with 

a handkerchief, or piece of linen, fo as to defend the mouth 

of the afliftant in blowing ; bathe the bread with hot rum, 

and perfift in the ufe of thefe. means for feveral hours. If 

no figns of life mould then appear, let the body be kept warm 

feveral hours longer, with hot bricks, or veflels of hot water, 

applied to the palms of the hands, and foles of the feet, and 

this for a longer or fhorter time, as the circurnftances of the 

cafe may dictate. 
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